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christian spirituality is a concise and accessible overview of the ways christians over the
centuries have approached god in prayer and practice in ten chapters lawrence cunningham
and keith egan explain the dynamics of spiritual life each chapter exploring a single theme such

as scripture journeying meditation contemplation asceticism mysticism solitude community
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friendship eucharist the themes are not mutually exclusive since believers frequently embrace
several or all of these ways at once but in different times and places people have tended to focus
on one or another so that they have become discernible paths to the holy the authors explore
each theme in depth tracing its evolution over the centuries within this historical framework
the book provides the reader with a taste of the different ways christians have sought or lived
in the presence of god each chapter concludes with a list of selected works for further reading

and with exercises intended to provide a personal experience of the way

this text fills the need for a clear informative helpful andwell written introduction to christian
spirituality includes a detailed guide to resources in spiritualityavailable on the internet written
by a leading theological educationalist in a clear andaccessible manner encourages active

engagement with primary sources throughworked case studies

a readable overview of the contemporary spiritual scene that defines outlines and advocates
several models or methods for studying christian spirituality aimed at college undergraduates

and useful for those in spiritual counseling and direction

in recent decades christian spirituality spiritual formation and spiritual theology have become
important concepts in the global evangelical community consequently an accessible and reliable
academic resource is needed on these topics one that will offer a discerning orientation to the
wealth of ecumenical resources available while still highlighting the distinct heritage and
affirming the core grace centered values of classic evangelical spirituality the dictionary of
christian spirituality reflects an overarching interpretive framework for evangelical spiritual
formation a holistic and grace filled spirituality that encompasses relational connecting
transformational becoming and vocational doing dynamics at the same time contributors
respectfully acknowledge the differences between reformed holiness and pentecostal paradigms
of the spiritual life and by bringing together writers from around the world who share a
common orthodoxy this reference work is truly global and international in both its topical scope
and contributors entries give appropriate attention to concepts concerns and formative figures in
the evangelical tradition of spirituality that other reference work neglect they offer a
discerning orientation to the wealth of ecumenical resources available exploring the similarities
and differences between christianity and alternate spiritualities without lapsing into relativism
the dictionary of christian spirituality is a resource that covers a wide range of topics relating to
christian spirituality and is biblically engaged accessible and relevant for all contemporary

christians
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engagingly written by one of the world s leading scholars in this field this comprehensively
revised edition tells the story of christian spirituality from its origins in the new testament right
up to the present day charts the main figures ideas images and historical periods showing how
and why spirituality has changed and developed over the centuries includes new chapters on
the nature and meaning of spirituality and on spirituality in the 21st century and an account of
the development and main features of devotional spirituality provides new coverage of christian
spirituality s relationship to other faiths throughout history and their influence and impact on
christian beliefs and practices features expanded sections on mysticism its relationship to
spirituality the key mystical figures and the development of ideas of the mystical explores the
interplay between culture geography and spirituality taking a global perspective by tracing

spiritual developments across continents
sheldrake jon sobrino wendy m wright bruce hindmarsh books and culture a christian review

a landmark text on the history of christian spirituality embarks on the journey afresh this
accessible and engaging history provides an excellent primer on the two millennium quest for
union with god a thirst at the center of christian life and practice holt traces the practice of
christian devotion prayer and contemplation from the biblical and influential early periods
through the diverse insights of the reformation and modern eras globally framed the book
highlights the local contributions of people from a wide array of traditions and perspectives as
unified yet diverse voices giving witness to the thirst for the experience of the divine that is at
the heart of the christian pilgrimage this new edition not only updates all the chapters and
features but also adds more material on the spirituality of jesus medieval women mystics
contemporary spirituality spiritual faith and practice in the digital age and spirituality in a
globalized world excerpts and illustrations from primary sources a glossary a timeline new
bibliographies sets of spiritual exercises and discussion questions and an online resource guide

heighten the book s usefulness for students and lay persons alike

the blackwell companion to christian spirituality is a comprehensive single volume introduction
to christian spirituality and represents the most significant recent developments in the field
offers a thoroughly interdisciplinary broadly ecumenical and representative overview of the
most significant recent developments in the field comprises essays combining rigorous academic
scholarship with accessible and elegant writing reflects an understanding of the field as the
study of the lived experience of christian faith and discipleship provides material on biblical

historical and theological foundations along with treatment of contemporary issues
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how do christians cultivate a vibrant and christ centered spirituality that s rooted in biblical
clarity spiritual formation the cultivation of a relationship with god lies at the heart of what it
means to be a christian in the body of christ but with the rise of diverse spiritual practices from
zen meditation to out of body experiences the idea of spirituality has become watered down by
postmodern culture christian spirituality on the other hand embraces devotion to the triune god
abiding in christ the pursuit of holiness and the cultivation of virtues but what exactly falls
within the scope christian spirituality this volume of the counterpoints series focuses on the
church s search for spiritual identity meaning and significance as interpreted by four of the
major christian traditions eastern orthodoxy represented by bradley nassif roman catholic
represented by scott hahn progressive protestant represented by joseph driskill evangelical
represented by evan howard the counterpoints series presents a comparison and critique of
scholarly views on topics important to christians that are both fair minded and respectful of the
biblical text each volume is a one stop reference that allows readers to evaluate the different

positions on a specific issue and form their own educated opinion

navigating the contemporary spiritual maze is a challenge this book will help readers think
clearly about christian spirituality understand its basic dynamics and utilize classic and
contemporary resources with discernment join glen on his sabbatical pilgrimages to iona abbey
in scotland spiritually significant sites in italy and turkey and renewal centers in north america
listen as he provides brief profiles of memorable people and places from the rich history of
christian spirituality consider his rediscovery that christian spirituality is about living all of life
before god in the transforming and empowering presence of his spirit this biblically informed
book traces the contours of such an encompassing spirituality it offers a simple yet
comprehensive model with three dimensions a relational dimension christ with us a
transformational dimension christ in us and a vocational dimension christ through us it is not
meant to replace any of the devotional classics or a single one of the many helpful contemporary
treatments of christian spirituality it is a companion volume to the rest a modest sized but

reliable guide to the whole field

the personal response of the christian to god in addition to the doctrinal and theological history of
the catholic faith it is essential that we add the history of christian spirituality namely the very
way that christians have made their personal response to the god who reveals himself to his
people through jesus christ this course surveys important spiritual movements the rich
diversity of spiritual insight that has marked the history of christianity starting from the early
desert fathers the founding of the great religious orders christian mysticism 19th and 20th
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century catholic spiritual contributions and more in taking a look at the history of christian
spirituality in this way one ultimately comes to a deeper understanding of man s proper relation
to god and how he ought to respond to god s love the uniqueness of christian spirituality the
primary truth of christian spirituality is that god entered his world personally as john s gospel
chapter 1 14 states the word became flesh and dwelt among us god crowns creation with his
personal physical presence pouring himself out in a new covenant whereby he has forever
united himself to the human race in the incarnation of the word the catholic focus on the
material world is vindicated against all those ancient and modern pessimisms that seek to
denigrate the dignity of man on one side or remove god from the world of men on the other it
is only christian spirituality that safeguards the truth about man and god since together they are
united in a freedom of grace by which the world is saved the history of christian spirituality a
study of the history of christian spirituality reveals that the christian quest for holiness and
perfection is marked by certain principles and characteristics the early christians unlike
christians of today did not accommodate the faith to the age the early christians converted out of
a culture and they lived in contrast to it the life of the earliest christians was liturgical especially
in the sense that as today it centered on the eucharist the public worship of the church done in
obedience to christ s command to the apostles at the last supper do this in remembrance of me
the social dimension of christian life is seen in the earliest christians who lived in community
according to the acts of the apostles christians held all their possessions in common and
distributed to everyone according to his need acts 4 35 a path for everyone perhaps the greatest
truth about the achievement of christian holiness is that it is open to all who wish to travel its
path it is not reserved for the few but is meant for the many one of the greatest voices in the
history of christian spirituality st bernard of clairvaux believed that man s own free will was
the key to the christian life and thus perhaps we should take his words to heart no one can be
perfect who does not desire to be more perfect and he shows himself to be more perfect in the

measure that he aspires to be more perfect

the christian faith has had a phenomenal impact on the development of the western world this
beautifully illustrated introduction to christian spirituality through the centuries covers all the
major traditions east and west catholic orthodox and protestant with special articles on key
spiritual concepts practices and movements that continue to influence the way people all over
the world live their lives in response to god it also includes information on people and
movements from outside the church that have influenced christian life and thought throughout

2 000 years also included are extracts from more than 100 of the greatest christian spiritual
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writings from the gospels through the early church fathers the saints and mystics the reformers

and modern spiritual writers such as scott peck and c s lewis

a brief history of spirituality tells the story of christian spirituality from its origins in the new
testament to the present day charts the main figures ideas images and historical periods showing
how and why spirituality has changed and developed over the centuries draws out the
distinctive themes of christian spirituality exploring the historical and cultural events and
experiences that changed people s attitudes and practices coverage extends right up to the
modern day exploring the huge changes in spirituality in recent years and the way it is
nowadays often contrasted with religion written by a leading commentator on spirituality and

published in the popular brief histories of religion series

written by contributors representing the anglican roman catholic free church and orthodox
traditions this collection examines the nature and form of individual christian devotion

throughout the centuries

this modern classic explores the key concepts and people who have shaped our christian
spiritual heritage concise and readable holmes begins this introduction to christian spirituality
with the jewish antecedents and proceeds through the new testament period monasticism the
middle ages byzantine spirituality and the modern period holmes ends his overview with key
contemporary figures such as simone weil thomas merton and martin luther king jr brief
bibliographies of the books written by each notable figure are included for those who wish to
read more extensively a history of christian spirituality is the perfect book for introductory
classes at the m div level for diaconate programs lay people or parish study classes of all christian
denominations and for any reference collection this is a unique and invaluable learning tool and
reference for readers students or teachers who want a quick explanation of the significance of a

person or idea or who are interested in a broad overview of the entire field

a concise introduction to the history of christian spirituality from the early church up to the late

twentieth century

bringing together a wide range of classical and contemporary texts this timely eclectic collection
addresses the theory and practice of christian spirituality in the broadest sense arranged
chronologically the selections are drawn from all major christian traditions from ignatius of

antioch d 117 to desmond mpilo tutu representing distillations from the formative works of
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seventy six great spiritual masters issues examined include the church in the world purity of
intention prayer religious affectations christian freedom christian feminism and the means of

grace

by way of the heart comes from the pen of an experienced master anyone who reads it will
find a sure guide along a path that leads to wholeness enlightenment and to god william

johnston s j
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